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'House bans U.S. aid for
effort to topple Sandinistas

Washington (AP)—The House voted over-
whelmingly last night to ban the Pentagon
and the CIA from giving weapons or training
to anti-Sandinista guerrillas “for the purpose
of o:en.hrowing the government of Nicara-

The 411-0 vote came after an hour of de-
bate during which several House members
charged that the CLA was belping the guer-
rillas fight the leftist Sandinisia govern-
ment.

"There have been numerous published re-
ports in recent weeks that the United States
is providing covert aid to the guerrillas in
their campaign against Nicaragua launched
from bases in neighboring Honduras. The
Reaugan administration, which has strongly

criticized the Sandinistas, bas refused to

confirm or deny the allegations.

The House vote added the restriction to 2
$230.75 billion defense spending bill, which
‘was later approved and sent 1o the Senate.
No such restrictior is ib the comparable
measure pending in the Senate.

The restriction was proposed by Repre-
septative Edward P. Boland (D, Mass.),
<chairman of the House Intelligence Commit-
tee. His proposal was 2 substitute for a

" stropger restriction that bad been proposed
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by Representative Thomas R. Harkin (D,
Jowa).

Mr. Harkin, claiming that the United
States is “becoming mired i the jungles and
swaraps of Central Arnerica,” had proposed
banning any US. help to guerrillas “for the
purpose of assisting that group or individual
in carrving out military activities in or
against Nicaragua.”

Mr. Boland's amendment was not as re-
strictive. according to several House staff
officials who declined to be identified, be-
cause it would only bar help “for the purpose
of overthrowing the government of Nicara-

_gua or provoking a military exchange be-

[S—

tween Nicaragua and Honduras.”

What would be the exact effect of the re-
striction, even if it is later enacted into law,
was pot clear. The officials said the CIA
might be able to argue that its support of the
apti-Sandinists rebels was intended to help
stop the flow of weapons from Nicaragua to
jeftist insurgents ip nearby El Salvador—
and indeed, administration officials have
been guoted anonvmously in the past to the
effect that that is what is going on. .

The officials said tbe C1A might conten
that the agency would not be responsible if
its help was also used to attack the Nicara-
guar government.

“Wha! we are doing is clearly illegal”
Mr. Harkin said. “1f you don’t like the Nica-

' raguan government, this is the worst way to

oppose them.”

Representative James L. Oberstar (D,
Minn.) said it “is mindless and insensitive”
for the CIA w aid the anti-Sandinists guer-

" rillas. “This is « dangerous policy Jeading to-

ward a militarv confrontation. 4 war be-
tween BonGuras and Nicaragua will surely
be the result.” _ m,
Representative Barbara A. Mi i (D)
Md., 3d) said that “our covert activity vio-
lates the charter” of the Organization of
American States. ) snotber
“We're opening oursejves up 10
Vietnam,” said Rgpmutive John L. Bur-
ton (D. Calif.). *1f- we don't stop the CIA
now, we will end up ip & full-blown military
adventre.” o
Representative George Miller (D, Calif.)
said: “We've got to get control of those agen-
cies who've convinced the White House to
substitute covert action for policy and diplo-
mcy'n .
ClA support for covert action “revives
the of Americap imperialism” said
Representative Ricbard Ottinger (D, N.Y.). .



